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Home is where the heart is
by CORRie PelC

A s a single mother with five 
children—including one already 
in college—Sacramento resident 

Ayanna Fabio was unable to purchase her own 
home. A family advocate for River Oak Center 
for Children, Fabio works every day helping to 
support families in need. 

While researching different programs for 
clients, she came upon Sacramento Habitat 
for Humanity’s program that builds affordable 
homes for Sacramento County low-income 
families, and decided to apply for the program 
herself. 

“They had me sit down with a consultant, 
they ran a credit report, and they told me what 
things I needed to do in order to prepare to 
buy a home,” she recalls. 

Fabio was accepted into the program, 
and she and her family are now working on 
the 500 “sweat equity” hours they need to 
complete in order to receive their home. These 
are required volunteer hours they are putting 
into building both their own home and other 
homes in the community. 

“We do anything from painting to 
hammering.” Fabio explains. “We get up 
on the scaffolds, put roofing on, things like 
that. [We’re] learning a lot about how to 
maintain a home and how a home is built, 
as well as interacting with volunteers and 
other homeowners that 
are completing their 
hours.”

Once her hours 
are complete, Fabio 
will receive her home 
with a no down payment, 
zero interest mortgage 
where Sacramento 
Habitat is both the builder 
and the bank. As such, 
her monthly 

mortgage plus property tax and insurance 
payments do not exceed 30% of the family 
income, making it affordable and giving her 
an energy-efficient home large enough to 
accommodate her family. 

Fabio says the Habitat for Humanity 
program has given her the opportunity to give 
her family a home while still having money to 
live. 

“It just gives that stability for the kids to be 
able to come back later to a home they lived in 
and not moving around all over the place like 
they had been doing before,” she says. 

By going through the Habitat for 
Humanity program, she 
can now tell the families 
she helps support 
through her job about 
her experience and 
show them if she can 
do it, they  
can do it as well. 

And Fabio feels her 
journey through Habitat 
for Humanity has allowed her 
and her children to connect more with their 
community and learn about volunteering and 
why people volunteer. 

“We get to learn all the reasons why 
people came out, meet really 
interesting people, 
and just help that 
cohesiveness of 
being part of a 
community,”  
she says.

Ashley furniture 
restores with 
hAbitAt for 
humAnity
by SukHi bRAR

Three years ago, Ashley Furniture was looking for an 
opportunity to donate to a worthy charity when one em-
ployee suggested a partnership with Habitat for Human-
ity. After looking into the organization, Ashley Furniture 
President edward Corn, Jr. found that Habitat’s ReStore 
program was a perfect fit.

“in our business, we are about helping people make 
their homes the ideal place they come home to at night,” 
Corn said. “We want our customers to enjoy life, and 
Habitat for Humanity ReStore helps bring that same 
experience to those who do not have a home.”

Habitat for Humanity’s ReStore is a program that 
collects donated goods and sells them to the public at 
locations called ReStores. The ReStores offer high-quality 
products at a fraction of regular retail prices. Most 
ReStore locations focus on home improvement goods 
like furniture, home accessories, building materials and 
appliances. The proceeds from the ReStores are used to 
fund Habitat for Humanity’s home building projects in 
the community.

Giving to the Habitat for Humanity ReStore actually 
benefits Ashley Furniture’s business because it allows the 
furniture company to clear out discontinued or slightly 
damaged furniture pieces that can no longer be sold but 
are still nice quality products that people can enjoy.

“it makes more sense for us to clear the warehouse to 
make room for new items versus leaving them in a ware-
house and taking up valuable space,” Corn said. “Habitat 
for Humanity ReStores have staff that can touch up dam-
aged items and bring them back to brand new condition 
before they are placed on sale.”

Giving to the Habitat for Humanity Restore program 
is not only a smart business decision for Ashley Furni-
ture in terms of clearing up warehouse space, but Corn 
explained it is also very rewarding for Ashley Furniture as 
business to be able to give back to the community.

“unfortunately, in today’s business environment—es-
pecially big businesses like ours—people see us as a cor-
porate, greedy entity and not as individuals who care 

about the community,” Corn said. “We understand 
that shelter is a basic need we all share and Ashley 

Furniture is a company composed of a group of 
individuals who care about helping people in 
the community.”

Corn feels great about helping improve 
people’s lives and sincerely appreciates the 
importance of Habitat for Humanity’s cause.

“Habitat for Humanity doesn’t receive 
enough credit for all that they do to help 
those that are in need of the safety of 
having their own home,” Corn said. “The 
ReStore program makes a world of differ-
ence to families and allows them to have 
a normal life and to push forward toward 
bettering their lives and achieving the 
American dream.”
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